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There was an earthquake.
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1. What natural disasters are common in your country?

2. What was the most recent natural disaster that happened  

in your country?
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There was a/an + nounGrammar Focus

Daily Expression There was an earthquake.
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A B C D
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1. There was an earthquake.

2. There was a typhoon.

3. There was a landslide.

4. There was a flood.

P1

P4P3

P2
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Serena:

Kanta: 

Serena: 

Kanta:

Serena:

Kanta:

Did you watch the news?

What was the news about?

There was an earthquake that hit 

Tokyo.

How bad was it?

Many buildings were destroyed.

That’s terrible.

• What natural disaster 

happened?

• Where did it hit?

• How big was the damage?

Questions: 



There was a/an + noun

7

flood. 

typhoon. 

landslide. 

earthquake. 

There was  + a/an
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There was a flood.1

2

3

4

5



9

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.

1. The ground suddenly shook. 

2. Strong winds are blowing with heavy rain. 

3. Two cars crashed into each other. 

4. A building caught on fire. 

5. The road was covered with water. 
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Make a short news report using

the learned expression. 

What Typhoon

Where
Cebu, 
Philippines

When At 4:00 pm

WHAT Earthquake

Where
Tokyo, 
Japan

When At 1:00 pm

What Flood

Where
Shanghai, 
China

When At 5:00 am

What Landslide

Where
Shimla, 
India

When At 9:00 am

There was an earthquake in Tokyo, Japan.

It happened at 1:00 pm.

1 2

3 4


