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A Letter to the Student

Dear Student of English,

Welcome to Omotenashi English for Beginners. The word ‘omotenashi’ can
roughly be summed up as “the spirit of selfless hospitality”. It is the Japanese
way of treating a guest. It blends a welcoming spirit with warmth,
understanding, and above all respect.

This book will help you who need to be able to communicate confidently
and effectively with foreign visitors to Japan in a spirit of omotenashi. It aims
to show you ‘what you say’ in a variety of situations. But it is not enough
merely to know what to say: one must also know how to say it. The book is
primarily geared towards improving speaking and listening skills. In doing so,
focused treatment of pronunciation features is important.

If you pronounce English words wrongly, foreign visitors to Japan will not
understand you.

The course is short - each unit will take 25 minutes, but make sure that you
review the lesson at home. This book contains some Japanese so that you
can easily understand what fo do.

| wish you success! Always remember “Practice makes perfect.”

Enjoy the course!

Yoshito Miyosawa
RSA/ Cambridge/ CELTA
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